
 

VISIT TO PORT PIRIE RSL & MUSEUM 

How many of you remember sights like this from your 
Army days? The sight and sound of dozens of Huey 
helicopters coming in to pick up you and your mates 
and whisk you off at a great rate of knots! 
 

You can relive some of those memories when we go 
to Port Pirie. 
 

The  RSAR Association is planning a visit to the Port 
Pirie RSL in the very near future. The President Rod 
Beames is to hire a bus which will depart from Keswick 
barracks around 0900 hrs and return top that location 
about 1800 hrs. The preferred dates are Sunday 1st, 
8th, or 15th November. The RSL in Pt Pirie has a very extensive Museum, and includes an Iro-
quois Helicopter (HUEY) of Vietnam War vintage.  
 

The plan is to visit the RSL, tour the Museum, stay for lunch and depart about 1400 hrs. A set 
lunch of Cold Serve- ¼ chicken, ham, beef with Salad bar ,  Rolls and Butter, Fresh Fruit Salad 
and Ice-cream,  Bottomless cup Tea and Coffee will be available for just $15 per head, with alco-
holic beverages also available at members expense. 
 

This is a tour not to be missed, and seats are strictly limited to 20, plus driver. The only cost to 
you is for the lunch. 
 

Anyone interested in participating is  asked to contact the Secretary David Laing on the numbers 
provided on Page 6. First come, first served. 
 

DONõT MISS OUT! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

How many aircraft did 

the US lose in Vietnam? 

 In total, the United 

States lost in Vietnam 

almost 10,000 aircraft 

and helicopters. 

Wouldnõt it be nice if 

the ADF had that many 

aircraft? 
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Just Soldiers                      WO2 Noel Eric Bolton-Wood             Final Part  

By the beginning of April 1941, German forces had advanced through the Balkans and were poised to invade Greece. The Austra-
lian 6th Division joined an Allied force sent to help bolster the depleted Greek Armyðin a vain attempt to help stem the German 

tide. 

Ammunition was desperately required at the front, and there was a sense of urgency as Eric tied down the tarpaulin on the last of 
the boxes being loaded onto the truck. The Luftwaffe had command of the skies and the main supply route was under constant 
observation. To get through, the convoy would have to take their chances and run the gauntlet of enemy bombardment. The trucks 
hurried along the main road, spread out to avoid presenting a massed target to air or artillery attack. Suddenly they saw themðin 
the distance, mere black dots against the cloudless sky. As they came closer, the Diggers could identify the bent, gull-like wings of 

Stukas, the deadly enemy dive-bombers.  

The drivers pressed the accelerators flat to the floor, in a vain attempt to outrun the aircraft and reach the safety of the mountain 
passes. Some made it, but others were caught in the open. The drivers did their best to take evasive action to dodge the bombs, 
but it was useless. As Ericôs truck careered at breakneck speed along the roadway, a bomb detonated directly in front of it. The 

vehicle ended up overturned in a ditch beside the road.  

Soldiers sheltering nearby struggled to free the driver and passenger from the wreck, but as they pulled the corporal from the cabin 
they realised that their efforts were in vain. Ericôs exploits of courage and determination, despite age, illness and personal loss, 
provide a shining example of the mettle of Australian youth in the early part of the 20th century. Yet having survived the duration 
and ravages of the First World War, he again stood up to be counted when Australians were called upon to serve King and country 

in the Second World War. Sadly, Eric was not so lucky second time around. 

Corporal Noel Eric Bolton-Wood was laid to rest in the Phaleron War Cemetery in Athens, Greece. 

 

By courtesy Darryl Kelly and ADCC Publications. Kelly, Darryl 2004, Just Soldiers, ADCC Publications, Brisbane, pg 27 to 34 

 

2015 CHRISTMAS BBQ 

The RSAR Association End Of Year BBQ is to be held at the ñKibby Clubò at Keswick Barracks on 

Sunday 13th December 2015.  

Timings are:  

Commence: 1100 hrs. Bar Open 

Lunch:           1200 hrs 

Concludes:   1500 hrs. Bar Closed 

All meat and salads will be provided FREE OF 

CHARGE by the RSAR Association, and drinks 

are at members expense. All members,                       

including SERVING members are invited to                

attend and catch up for the last time this year. 

You need only bring yourselves and your wallet. 

Please reserve your place (for catering                       

purposes) by contacting the Secretary on the 

numbers provided on Page 6. 
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LETTER TO THE SOUTH EAST BRANCH (Bob Sandow) 
 Good Afternoon Robert, 
 

 I write to offer my gratitude for being invited to join ACOY Mt Gambier RSARA Branch at the Bivouac at  Palpara on the 11th -   

13th Sep 2015. 

 As you are aware  we were generously hosted by Max and     

Heather Ruwoldt, from Friday to Monday and we were really 

pleased to be able to join many of you for dinner in the RSL Club 

on Friday evening. 
 

The Bivouac area was great, the company of some 24 of your 

members, some I have known for many years, some with whom I 

renewed acquaintances and some of whom are new friends, they 

were all very welcoming and convivial. It was interesting to see 

two of your members bought along their dogs, two Fox Terriers 

and a magnificent German Shepherd. I was also interested to 

know that Fox Terriers have a particularly cold nose. 
 

The camp fire was huge and warming, watching the perimeter 

constrict and expand brings back fond memories, as does the 

variety of refreshments. I was particularly impressed with RSARA SE's involvement of the members wives 

(13 of them, no mean gesture) in providing for their dinner on Saturday night at the Malaysian restaurant, inclusive of my wife. 
 

Your provision of electronics to see important events unfold, e.g. the Crow's magnificent victory over the Dogs and to listen to 

some stirring music, that set all the 48 feet present tapping was great. 
 

A copy of the DVD of Pte Bosisto's Burial in France will be with you soon and I trust the videos of the 10/27RSAR linking parade 

and the Edinburgh Tattoo provide some enjoyment and meet some historical purposes. 
 

I wish you and your members every success for the future and will do all in my power to ensure some "townies" make the trip next 

year. I trust the photos fill in any gaps. 
 

Warmest regards to you all. 
 

Tex Ranger  (MajorðRetd) 

 

Metro members maybe interested in participating in a future SE Branch exercise. If so, details will be forthcoming shortly. 



Letter to the RSARA from the CO 10/27 Bn RSAR  
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To the members of the Royal South Australia Regiment Association, a big thank you. 
 

As you would be aware this is the last year of my command and I will hand over to Lieutenant Colonel Trent Bernard at the end of 

the year. 
 

Whilst the last three yours have been extremely busy they have also been some of the most rewarding I have experienced.  We 

maintain an extremely high tempo and are currently getting ready for the next continu-

ous period of training, Exercise Pozieres, which is the combined 4 Brigade/9 Brigade 

activity as part of Battle Group Jacka. 
 

This cycle and the number of activities we continue to attend and support has been 

impressive.  When I commenced as CO, we were the standard two company strength 

Infantry Battalion.  Today we effectively have a Battle Group structure of five sub units.  

Now known at Battle Group óShrikeô, we comprise the two infantry companies along with 

Artillery-6/13 Light Battery, Engineers-3 Field Squadron, and Armour-3/9 South Austra-

lia Mounted Rifles.  The benefit of this is that we now regularly train in the combined 

arms environment and I have no doubt this will make the Battalion a more capable unit, 

working as a team, to deal with our operational demands wherever they may be. 
 

We also continue to be challenged with a wide range of support tasks, recruiting, intro-

duction into service of new equipment, and training over three states in thirteen depots.  

Our relationship and work with other 1 Brigade units in both Adelaide (Edinburgh) and 

Darwin continues to be a highlight and again assists us in lifting overall training stan-

dards. 
 

The 10/27 Battalion Band also continues to impress with its support to internal and external tasks.  Whilst in the past there have 

been rumours about the Bands future, I am very happy to say they will remain a part of the Battalion. They work incredibly hard 

and have stepped up to assist in a myriad of requests and concerts, to the enjoyment of all.  I am regularly thanked for the assis-

tance they have provided and I consider their contribution vital to the ongoing success of the Battalion. 
 

Over the journey we also achieved a great deal in addition to our normal requirements, both on the state and national stage.  

This includes winning the national 2nd Division Best Section competition,  currently having the Top Shot within the defence force, 

and winning the Simpson trophy for the last three years, just to name a few.  We have also been very active in the centenary 

celebrations with our parade last year at the Torrens Parade Ground, marching on ANZAC Day, and Freedom of the City parades 

at both Unley and Adelaide.  We also raised consider-

able amounts of money for chosen charities that con-

tinue to assist those serving or those in support.  The 

efforts of the Battalion continue to impress me with their 

understanding and role within society. 
 

I now come to the associations that have, and continue 

to support us.  
 

As I said above, a big thank you.  I thank you for your 

support and assistance.  I guess your public face is be-

hind the BBQs, completing projects such as the Memo-

rial Garden, or attending some of our activities. These 

have been great and I know the soldiers in particular 

have very much enjoyed having you there in support.  

Your ñcan doò attitude is inspirational. 
 

But it is more than that.  I have enjoyed presenting to the 

RSARA President Rod Beames and LTCOL Graham 

Goodwin unveil the plaque dedicating the                   

Memorial Garden at Keswick Barracks. 


