
  

 

Over 300 people attended the OP Bushfire Assist family information and BBQ night. Members of RSARA, SAMRA and the RAEA 
assisted Defence and other agencies including Open Arms, DCO and DHA to provide advice to the families about what their 
loved ones have been doing. Well done everyone, great food and company, and if you are deployed watch out in the mail...some 
of you may be receiving a care package! Special thanks to Ken Daly RAE (SA) Association, Reg Williams SAMRA and Rod 
Beames RSAR Association for mustering your members to prepare and serve the food for the masses. You support the families 
who support the troops who support the bushfire affected communities. Well done all.  
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PaJH 2  SLWUHS, OYHU!  

Much is said and written about the actions of Allied soldiers at Gallipoli, but very little is recorded in OUR archives 
abRXW RXU eQeP\ aW GaOOLSROL, WKe TXUNV. HeUe¶V a VKRUW VWRU\ fURP WKe DeSaUWPeQW Rf VeWeUaQV AffaLUV. EdLWRU 

Towering over the An]ac battlefield, just up the road from Quinn¶s Post, is the statue of an ordinar\ Turkish soldier, a 
µMehmet¶. Hans Kannengiesser, a German militar\ adviser to the Ottoman Arm\, described the Mehmets as brave and 

trustworthy. Initially, the Allies underesti-
mated the fighting capacity of the Turkish 
army and many thought it would melt away 
at the first show of force and the cold steel 
of a bayonet. As the fighting on 25 April 
1915 on the slopes beyond the statue lead-
ing up towards the heights of Chunuk Bair 
(Conkbayiri) revealed, well-led Turkish sol-
diers would fight for their homeland and 
stand up to the invaders. And perhaps it 
was the An]ac¶s misfortune that on 25 April 
they encountered one of the most able of 
all the Turkish commanders, Colonel Mus-
tafa Kemal. 

Kemal arrived with elements of his 19th 
Division at Chunuk Bair as small parties of 
Anzacs were making their way up the 
slopes. Meeting Turkish soldiers fleeing, 
Kemal asked them why they were running 

away and they pointed to the Australians saying they had no 
ammunition. µIf \ou haven¶t got an\ ammunition¶, Kemal re-
torted, µ\ou have \our ba\onets¶. He made the Turks fix ba\-
onets and lie down in a line in the scrub. The Anzacs, seeing 
this tactic, did likewise, their impetus up the slope temporarily 
halted. Kemal¶s prompt appearance on the battlefield effec-
tively prevented the Anzacs achieving their aim in this sector 
± the capture of Chunuk Bair. Turkish counter-attacks later in 
the day, even if they could not drive them into the sea, herd-
ed the invading forces into that small segment of the peninsu-
la known as Anzac, which they defended for the rest of the 
campaign. 

Eventually, the Anzacs developed a high regard for the ordi-
nary Turkish soldier and his fighting qualities. They recog-
nised in the Turk a fellow sufferer in war and acknowledged 
his humanity. In his poem Anzac Lieutenant Oliver Hogue 
wrote: 

³I UecNRQ WKe TXUN UeVSecWV XV, aV Ze UeVSecW WKe 
TXUN; AbdXO¶V a gRRd cOeaQ fLgKWeU ± Ze¶Ye fRXgKW 
KLP, aQd Ze NQRZ.´ 

The Turkish Soldier Memorial 

Turkish Soldiers Memorial—ANZAC Cove 

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/TurkishSoldiersAtAnzac.jpg
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/TurkAskeri.jpg
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The RSAR Fighting Fires - 1974 

The recent fires on Kangaroo Island and in the Adelaide Hills were deadly and devastating, with human lives and 
property being lost. Soldiers from many units (including the 10/27 Battalion Battle Group) were deployed to support 
Emergency Services and to assist in fighting the fires and rebuilding what was destroyed. Australia saw a new side of 
our soldiers, and their assistance will be talked about for many years. We thank all those who were deployed, and 
those who stayed back in support roles. Your work was (and still is) amazing. 
Our Regiment has a long history of fighting fires, and my first recollection was back in 1974 at Kersbrook, when ele-
ments of A Company, 10 RSAR were training in the Kersbrook State Forest on a weekend exercise. The exercise 
came to an abrupt end when a call for help was received by our OC from the Woods & Forests Rangers. A fire had 
broken out in dense scrubland about 2 kms from where we were training, and our help was required. Getting to the 
area was no problem for the 40 or so soldiers, and once onsite we were issued with knapsack fire sprayers, containing 
about 20 litres of water. After about 2 hours we succeeded in putting out most of the spot fires, and our places were 
soon taken over by volunteers from the then Emergency Fire Services. We returned to our training soon after, with the 
knowledge that we had done our bit to keep our training area safe. If anyone has any more pictures of their unit 
fighting fires I¶d be interested to see and publish them. 

LEFT & BELOW: SoldierV from A Co\ 10 
RSAR fighWing fireV in KerVbrook SWaWe ForeVW. 
 

BELOW RIGHT : LCPL DaYid Laing XVing a 
knapVack Vpra\er Wo good adYanWage. 
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PaJH 4  SLWUHS, OYHU!  

7. The armies weren't all-male 
Hundreds of women on both sides pulled a Mulan, assuming male identities and appearances so that they 
might fight for their respective nations. Some of them did it for adventure, but many did it for monetary rea-
sons: the pay for a male soldier was 
about $13 month, which was close to 
double what a woman could make in 
any profession at the time. 
Also, being a man gave someone a 
lot more freedoms than just being 
able to wear pants. Remember, this 
was still more than half a century 
away from women's suffrage and be-
ing a man meant that you could man-
age your monthly $13 wages inde-
pendently. So it should come as no 
surprise that many of these women 
kept up their aliases long after the 
war had ended, some even to the 
grave. 
Their presence in soldiers' ranks 
wasn't the best-kept secret. Some 
servicewomen kept up correspond-
ence with the home front after they 
changed their identities, and for dec-
ades after the war newspapers ran 
article after article chronicling the sto-
ries of woman soldiers, and speculat-
ing on why they might break from the 
accepted gender norms. Perhaps not 

surprisingly, in 1909 
the U.S. Army de-
nied that "any wom-
an was ever enlisted 
in the military ser-
vice of the United 
States as a member 
of any organization 
of the Regular or 
Volunteer Army at 
any time during the 
period of the civil 
war."� 

Facts about the US Civil War 
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The RSAR Fighting Fires - 1974 

LCPL DaYid Laing and CPL PeWer Salamon 
clearing VcrXb and pXWWing oXW VpoW fireV aW 

KerVbrook. 

TOP RIGHT: PTE PeWer Har-
Ye\ poVeV for a phoWo aV Whe 
VcrXb fire iV boXghW Xnder                   
conWrol. (PeWer Vadl\ paVVed 
aZa\ aboXW 12 \earV ago.) 

 
 
 
 

 

RIGHT: WO2 Ian Carnachan, 
CSM of A Co\ 10 RSAR leadV 
b\ e[ample fighWing Whe KerV-
brook fire in 1974 

 

A COY 10 RSAR 
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Before ChriVWmaV memberV of Whe RSAR AVVociaWion commiWWee gaWhered aW KeVZick BarrackV Wo Zrap 
and addreVV GifW PackageV for BaWWalion memberV deplo\ed dXring Whe ChriVWmaV period. One of Whe recip-
ienWV haV VenW XV a Thank YoX Ver\ MXch Card, and an accompan\ing leWWer. (HiV gifW ZaV packed b\ 
ChriVWian BenneWW, AVViVWanW RSARA TreaVXrer (Red arroZ)) WhaW goeV aroXnd, comeV aroXnd. 

WHAT GOES AROUND……. 

The RSARA Committee and Padre 
Derek Croser packed 30 Care      

Packages for our soldiers deployed 
during the Christmas period. 

SEE UPDATE PAGE 9 
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PRIsAdE dED’^ HhMOhR 
Meet SX 0001, Private Sidney Hubert Ichabod Ted. 10th Battalion AIF. Ted joined the AIF at 
WKe age Rf 6 bXW OLed abRXW KLV age, aV Tedd\¶V ZeUe VXSSRVed WR be 8. He ZaV RQe Rf WKe fLUVW 
ashore at Gallipoli and later saw service and action in France and Belgium, etc.  

PULYaWe Ted UeSUeVeQWV WKe SSLULW Rf ANZAC, aQd Ke¶V MRLQed RXU edLWRULaO VWaff WR PaNe \RX 
laugh. Welcome Ted! 

Our new Joke Teller welcomes any contributions to this newsletter. Simply send them through 
to the Secretary for inclusion. 

Thanks. 
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www.rsara.asn.au 

So, neYer VWarW a VenWence ZiWh “Vo!” 

“Yeah, nah, \eah, \eah, nah!” Vaid Whe brainleVV fooW-
baller Zhen aVked if mXlWiple knockV Wo Whe head had 
affecWed hiV brain fXncWion capaciW\! 
HaYe Ze loVW Whe abiliW\ Wo Walk proper? I recall being 
coached, along ZiWh Whe reVW of m\ Grade 4 claVV aW 
BrighWon Primar\ School Wo repeaW again and again “The 
rain in Spain fallV mainl\ on Whe plain!” Being in a claVV 
of predominanWl\ AXVVie-born kidV, Whe YerVe VoXnded 
VomeWhing like “Tha Rhine in Spine faZV Manl\ on Whe 
Pline!” (Ala Madga ZXbanVki) There ZaV no Za\ oXr 
Weacher Mr Hocking (a World War 2 YeWeran) ZaV going 
Wo make Whe YerVe VoXnd correcW, becaXVe he alVo had 
WhaW dr\ AXVVie draZl! 
And \eW Woda\ Ze Vee hordeV of folk, inclXding Vchool 
kidV ZaiWing aW bXV VWopV, all enWhralled in Wheir mobile 
phoneV and/or WableWV. The bXV arriYeV, Whe\ geW on ZiWh-
oXW eYen greeWing Whe bXV driYer, and Wake Wheir VeaWV 
ZiWhoXW eYer raiVing Wheir ga]e an\ higher Whan Wheir 
Vcreen. BXV moYeV off and Whe onl\ VoXnd iV from WZo 
elderl\ folk Walking Wo each oWher aboXW ZhaW happened 
\earV ago. No, one of Whem iVn¶W me! I don¶W XVe pXblic 
WranVporW! 
BXW I VXppoVe WhiV iV Whe fXWXre aV Ze knoZ iW Wo be. M\ 
grand daXghWer iV nearl\ foXr \earV old and Vhe¶V being 
WaXghW hoZ Wo XVe an I Pad aW her preVchool kind\. AW 
foXr \earV of age Where ZaV no VXch Whing aV “kind\” for 
me, Vo m\ ViVWer and I conWenWed oXrVelYeV pla\ing on 
Whe bombViWeV of London. HoZ WhingV haYe changed? 
EYen Zhen Ze came Wo AXVWralia aW Whe age of 10, Ze 
Zere alloZed oXW on oXr oZn all da\, aV long aV Ze Zere 
home b\ dinner Wime. We coXld pla\ on Whe beacheV of 
Marino and Seacliff ZiWhoXW a care in Whe Zorld. IW reall\ 
ZaV “Whe age of innocence!”  
ThaW age haV gone, like ElYiV and Frank SinaWra, e[cepW 
Frank doeVn¶W Zork aW WoolZorWhV, like ElYiV doeV! 
We are noZ forced Wo liVWen Wo mXVic groXpV ZiWh Zeird 
nameV like “MoWherV DeYilV” and “SaWan¶V BooWlicking 
SnoW GobblerV,” jXVW Wo name Whree! 
So, Zhere doeV WhaW leaYe XV? NeYer VWarW a VenWence 
ZiWh “Vo!” 
So VXe me! 
CheerV 

David Laing - EdiWor 

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the RSAR Association, nor anyone else on this planet, for that 
matter, except the Editor, who may or may not be from another planet. 

 

  

Ro\al SoXWh AXVWralia 
RegimenW AVVociaWion Inc  

The Secretary David Laing 
Royal South Australia Regiment Association Inc 
Riverglen Marina RSD 3152A 
White Sands SA 5253 
 
Email: davidlaing49@bigpond.com 
Phone: 0407 791 822 

Hard copies of this newsletter are kindly printed by 
the office of the Member for Barker, the                            

Honourable Tony Pasin MP, in Murray Bridge. 
Some members don¶t have internet access or 

email, therefore the only way we can keep them 
informed is by snail mail hard copies. This is made 
much easier thanks to Tony and his hard working 

staff. 
 

Thank you Tony Pasin MP and Staff. 

Editorial 

The majority of stories and photos in this 
publication are also posted on our Facebook 
page as they come to hand. Check them out 

and comment as you see fit. 

David Laing - Editor 
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Our Association purchased, wrapped, addressed and posted Christmas parcels to our 20 soldiers serving 
away from home over Christmas, and as you can see on Page 6, they were received with much pleasure, 
even prompting letters and cards of ³thanks.´ Well, not all the parcels were delivered!!! President Rod 
Beames took a call from the Orderl\ Room Clerk at 10/27 RSAR advising him that a ³deliver\´ had been re-
turned to Keswick. This was in mid January. Rod was aghast to find that nearly half the parcels that were 
sent had been returned as ³being too heav\!´ TOO HEAVY? The\ were over the 1kg limit, but \ou would 
have thought the military mail system would have sent them anyway, and absorbed the cost, or even sent us 
a bill, but NO, they chose to let them sit in a mail bag somewhere in Sydney, and then after they had re-
turned from their own leave, return them to us, as being ³too heav\!´ Whatever happened to supporting our 
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan? Rod Beames has sent the following letter of complaint! (I¶d be interested to 
hear your thoughts on this subject!) 

  
MLQLVWHU IRU VHWHUDQV DQG DHIHQFH Personnel, 

The Honourable Darren Chester MP 
Parliament House, 
CANBERRA. ACT 2600. 
 
6 February 2020 
                                                    
Letter of Complaint. 

Dear Sir, 

I wish to lodge a letter of complaint against the ADF, the actual department is unclear to me but involves the AFPO (Australian 
Forces Post Office) mail system. 

I am president of the Royal South Australia Regiment Association, representing past and serving members of the Regiment in the 
ADF. I have become particularly frustrated with a system that cannot, or will not deliver some simple parcels to Australian soldiers 
serving over-seas. 

The constitution of our association encourages support for serving personnel of the Regiment and to this end, last December we 
VXSSOied 20 ´ChUiVWPaV CaUe PacNVµ fRU WhRVe VROdieUV RQ deSOR\PeQW RYeU ChUiVWPaV/NeZ YeaU. We aUe UeVWUicWed fRU YaUiRXV Uea-
sons, on what we can send, but in past years we have sent locally grown dried fruit and nuts with sweets to the troops, so in 2019 we 
repeated this process. 

To my dismay, 7 of the 20 packages destined mainly to Afghanistan and Iraq, were returned last week with 2 words written on them 
´TOO HEAVYµ. I Zeighed WheP aQd Whe\ aUe jXVW XQdeU 2 NgV. Each SaUceO iV ideQWicaO. The AFPO MaiO QRWe SURYided VWaWeV: “1 kg 
max weight, reason is that over 1kg will be cubed weight and cost too much to send. Therefore we are not authorised to send it.” 

What sheer nonsense! 

At a time when the ADF is well aware of the mental stress of deployment, and we are personally trying to offset some of this,  I am 
bitterly disappointed that these small but significant gifts were not delivered as addressed. All the correct documentation was com-
SOeWed, aQd Rf Whe 13 SaUceOV WhaW ZeUe VeQW RQ, Ze haYe UeceiYed ZUiWWeQ ´WhaQN \RX caUdVµ fURP Whe UeciSieQWV. 

Had we known of this ridiculous ruling, we would have paid out of our own pockets to have the parcels delivered in time for Christ-
mas, and bring some small cheer to our soldiers serving overseas.  

Can you please investigate, have the Routine Orders changed, have the operators re-educated and/or the process cleared so that if we 
have soldiers serving this Christmas (2020), they may receive a small token of appreciation from Home Base.  

At a time when support from home is forefront in the minds of our deployed personnel, one would think the mailing process would 
be more user friendly for those who offer that support. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rodney Beames 
President RSAR Association Inc 
 

 Our plans don·t always go….. To plan! 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Rod, 
Please pass on our thanks for the efforts of all RSAR Association members on Friday and over the last few months, in particular 
the sending of care packs to the Middle East. 
Regards, 
 
SG CAWSEY 
WO2 
OPSWO 
10th/27th Battalion, Royal South Australia Regiment 
Keswick Barracks, Anzac Hwy, Keswick  SA  5035 

 LETTERS TO THE ASSOCIATION 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Good Morning Ken, Reg and Rod 
 

On behalf of JTF 1111 I would like to Thank you for your time and efforts. It is very much appreciated. Your associations worked 
well together which allowed for a smooth well organised  function. 
I certainly will be contacting you all for future events and would like to discuss your ideas.  
I am not sure how the function was over catered because we had 220 on the sign in sheets + 80 soldiers from RAAF Base and 
60 staff and helpers = 360 . We catered for 350 perhaps people were not hungry  - each person was catered  to receive a chop, 
sausage and steak  -too much I suppose. 
Enjoy your weekend and hope to contact you all soon 
Regards 

Sandra Cornish 
MAJOR  
HQ 9 BDE 

Hi Dave,  
In my role as the OC A Coy, 10/27 RSAR I wanted to say thanks for all the hard work and support of your members over many 
years. It is much appreciated, keep up the great work! 
 
I also note the recent inclusion on the RSARA website of a slideshow from Operation Bushfire Assist, which is great to see as a 
picture tells a thousand words. In the near future my 2IC CAPT Michael Peachey will send you some more photos from all the 
great work our members have done and continue to do in the Adelaide Hills as part of Op BA and the recovery of the Cudlee 
Creek fire. 
 
Dave, I¶m keen to continue to strengthen the relationship between the association and the current serving members of A Co\ and 
the Bn. In that line, my team and I would love to catch up with you and discuss some ways that we can continue to strengthen 
the bond.  
 
In the meantime, I have instructed Michael to distribute the monthly newsletters to all serving members of A Coy and to com-
mence raising awareness of the RSARA. 
 
Hope to catch up again soon mate, 
 
Regards, 
Andrew Kemp 
MAJ 
OC A Co\ 
10Wh/27Wh BaWWalion, Ro\al SoXWh AXVWralia RegimenW 
KeVZick BarrackV, An]ac HighZa\, KeVZick, SA, 5035 
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RSAR AVVRFLDWLRQ - FLQDQFLDO MHPEHUV DV DW FHEUXDU\ 17, 2020 

HRQRUDU\ MHPEHUV  MHPEHUV  MHPEHUV (FWG.)  
WilVon Neil  Abel Colin  PorWakieZic] AnWhon\  
Lipman Ben  Abraham Michael  PorWakieZic] DaYid  
MorgenWhaler PeWer  AWWenboroXgh Geoff  Preece  Brian  
   BampWon Michael  Rado SWephen  
LLIH MHPEHUV  BeameV Rodne\  Ramm Hank  
AcWon ChriV  BenneWW ChriVWian  Ranger  DeniV  
A\leV Jeff   Blondell Mark  RaWhmann John  
BeckeWW DaYid  BraV Rile\  RaWhmann Norm  
Blackmore Bill  BroZn BrXce # Rijken PaXl  
BoVcence Bob  BXrnard Sa[on  RoberWVon JameV  
BoXrne Colin  BXrWon Ra\  RoVVeWWi Lee  
BrookeV Philip  BXWWarV Erik  SmiWh R\an # 
BXrnard TrenW   CarliVle LeVle\-Ann  Sage AndreZ  
BXrnV Wa\ne  CollinV PeWer  SanderV AVhle\ ∑ 
Carnachan Ian  Cooke NaW  ScoWW Rh\V  
DarW John  CoWWon Bob  Slocombe Leigh  
DaYe\ TreYor  Cram KeYin  SWanding Michael  
EllioWW Graham  DeZ TreYor  TaVker DaYid  
GaboriW L\ndon  DomanVki Glenn  ThomaV DaYid  
HaZking Don  DXnn PeWer  ThomVon Jim # 
Ha\neV Malcolm  EYa KeiWh  Tiller  GarWh  
Hogan Mark  EZenV Mimi # Tregen]a Norm  
Hook Alan  FaXnW JoVhXa # Tre]iVe George  
Hope DaYid  FaqXiri ReVhad  TXcker Belinda  
HorVeman Ian  Fo\ Erin  Wheeler ChriV  
HXdVon Rick  Gill Graham     
JackVon Aaron  GoodZin Graham # AVVRFLDWH MHPEHUV  
JameV GranW  Gordon Frank ∑ Abel Karen  
JohnVon Barr\  HarriV Lachlan  BeameV Cher\l  
Klopf Ale[  HarriVon John  Carnachan Dom  
Laing DaYid  HarriVon Nigel  EllioWW JXlie  
Lakin BrXce  HaZkinV DeV  Hook Philippa  
Marlin Robin  HeaWh JonaWhan  JohnVon MargareW  
Moore Terr\  Hill Ma[  Laing JXne  
PaXl John  LoYeder PeWer  To\ Jill  
Pollard Barr\  MaWcheWW Bill  Tregen]a L\n  
SanderVon Ma[  McCXlloch Don  Winger KaWhleen  
SWeZarW Robin  MiWchell Barr\ #    
SWeZien PeWer  Moron\ Frank  Honorar\ MemberV 3 
Vella Joe  MXlrone\ DenniV  Life MemberV 34 
WaWerV  Ian  Oakle\ AndreZ  SerYing Life MemberV 5 
WeVWoYer Rh\V  O'Dal\ R\an # AVVociaWe Life MemberV 3 
WilVon Graham  Orrock Alan  MemberV 52 
Yorke-Simpkin Reg  ParVloZ HoZard # SerYing MemberV 22 

   ParVonage JameV  AVVociaWe MemberV 10 
AVVRFLDWH LLIH MHPEHUV  PaVcoe Michael  TRWDO ILQDQFLDO PHPEHUV 129 
Field Shirle\  Pa\ne Bob     
PhillipV  HeaWher  Pe[Won TimoWh\  PUHSDLG MHPEHUV  
SanderVon Lorraine  PhillipV Colin Re[   2020/21 # 

       2021/22 ∑ 

         



12 

 

PaJH 12  SLWUHS, OYHU!  

Clement Mahony and the 48th Battalion 
 
³SWead\ PeQ´, platoon Sergeant, John Smith, murmured to his Diggers as they quietly waited for the shrill blast of the whistle, 
signalling to attack the Germans.  Smith, like most of his platoon, was an unlikely soldier, born in Kadina, in the mid north of 
South Australia, he was a customs clerk at Port Adelaide.  Like most of the men of the South Australian 48th Battalion, he had 
survived the hell of the major battles in France and Belgium; Po]ieres was the battalion¶s baptism.   Sergeant Smith was a 
thoughtful, mentally tough man, promoted in the field; he had that natural leadership style that underscored the Australian citizen 
soldier. 
 
The wild and bitterly cold wind, mixed with sleet and snow, burrowed its melancholy way along the waterlogged trenches.  The 
attack had been postponed, but 11 April 1917 was now to be the day.  Sergeant Smith worked his way along the trench with just 
a pinprick of light to guide him.  No smoking from the men, just stamping of feet like excited horses at the starting gate.   
Sergeant Smith stopped and spoke a few quiet words of encouragement to four men making final ministrations to their weapons. 
He checked to ensure all were fully kitted with mills bombs, sandbags full of ammunition field dressings and the other myriad ac-
coutrements of the infantryman. The smell of gun oil and cordite mixed with the damp trench and the sweat of the men, impatient 
to move.    The sergeant greeted Clem Mahony, an ex-Trooper from A Squadron, 9th Light Horse Regiment; a Gallipoli man and 
through the misfortunes of war, was now a Private rifleman in the 48th Battalion.  Clem and John were friends, as was the way in 
the volunteer AIF.   
GUeaW PRUQLQg fRU a VWUROO COeP´ The sergeant murmured.   
Clem smiled, hollow eyes showed the sadness of war, there was little humour.  ³A WKUee da\ OeaYe SaVV LQ BOLgKW\ WR Vee P\ fLaQ-
cpe ZRXOd be beWWeU¶.   
³GRRd OXcN cKXP. John replied, both soldiers shook hands and the platoon sergeant slung his rifle, disappearing through the fog-
gy gloom to the command post for a final briefing. 
A shouted ³fL[ ba\RQeWV!´ and the sharp clicks of the 17-inch (430mm) sword bayonet onto .303 rifles rippled along the trenches 
like a ragged Fue de Joire, but there was to be no joy this day. 
 ³MRXQW XS´.  Gear was checked; rifle bolts slammed with a metallic thud to chamber that first round.  The 48th clambered to the 
parapets. ³WaLW fRU WKe fOaUe aQd WKe ZKLVWOeV aQd WKeQ gR; gRRd OXcN aQd dRQ¶W gLYe WKRVe bORRd\ BRVcKe aQ\ TXaUWeU.   
 
Zero hour; 0445; a flare arched into the silent blackness and burst, sprinkling daylight into the trenches.  None of the men looked 
skyward to ruin their night vision. Whistles shrilled and a mighty roar broke the silence as the 48th howled like maddened Dervish-
es and rushed across the flatness toward the German front, the Hindenburg Line, a long 1400 yards across no mans land.   
Clem Mahony, carrying 30 kilograms, struggled trying keep his place in the extended skirmish line with his platoon; Sergeant 
John Smith was a few paces away.  
 
There were no Germans rushing to meet the Australians, they waited then the withering enfilade fire from the powerful German 
MGO8 machine guns; their deadly bullets zinged and hissed like angry wasps; the click and whoosh of falling mortars and the 
banshee wail of artillery provided a deafening orchestral onslaught to the advancing Australians; now exposed as the chill dawn 
broke across the blood soaked battlefield  There was none of the promised English tank or artiller\  support.  Dante¶s Inferno 
could be no worse.   One soldier later wrote:  
 
³TKe aLU ZaV deQVe ZLWK cUacNOLQg bXOOeWV, aQd WKLcN ZLWK WKe bORRd-chilling stink of explosives. The plain was carpeted with bodies, 
mostly lying still, but some crawling longingly for cover. A man cannoned into me and fell, leaving a bloody patch on my shoulder. 
But there was no sound of human voice in all the storm. Carefully I picked my way through the wire and the limp forms that dan-
gOed RYeU LW. SRPeWLPeV I ZaV KRRNed XS´. 
 
Three hundred yards from the Hindenburg Line, all hell broke loose as the German machine gunners scythed through the ad-
vancing Australians. Sergeant Smith lost sight of Clem.  He was not seen again and joined the lost legion of 18,000 Diggers in 
France who have no known grave. 
 
The report b\ Sergeant Smith states: ³Regarding 935A Pte C. Mahony.  I can state he was in my platoon and well known to me.  I 
was with him when he fell at Bullecourt, about 300 yards from the German Hindenburg lines.  We were running forward to take 
the position, so that I can only presume that he was killed and that presumption has grown stronger since no tidings have come-
back from Germany.  He would have been looked after by his comrades, but after a few hours the enemy routed us and we were 

 A JRXUQe\ WR WaU              b\ RSARA PePbeU Phil BURRkeV 
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forced to retire to our original position 1400 yards back.  
This may explain to you the number of missing on that 
date.  It was my intention to write to his people, but the 
rush of one event on top of another caused me to place 
WKe caVe aV WePSRUaULO\´.  
 
Fighting their way into the German positions the vulgar 
brawl became very personal and angry, with bayonet, 
clubs, knuckle dusters, rifle buts and fists. However, the 
Australians were outnumbered and surrounded; withdrawal 
was the only option.   
 
Charles Bean wrote: 
³TKe 48WK caPe RXW ± under heavy rifle and machine-gun 
fire, but with proud deliberation and studied nonchalance, 
at walking pace, picking their way through the broken 
ZLUe« caUefXOO\ KeOSLQg WKe ZaONLQg ZRXQded aQd ZLWK 
their officers bringing up the rear. Leisurely as a crowd 
leaving its daily work, the 48th drew clear. Many were 
killed in withdrawing; many were wounded and lay about 
the wire until captured or put to death by a merciful ene-
P\´. 
 
The battle-torn battalion was ordered to the rear.  'The 
depleted ranks were a pitiful sight as the unit trailed 
through the snow to battalion headquarters ... led by their 
colonel'. The 48th Battalion (about 1,000 men) had been 
reduced to just a company (about 100 men). Corporal 
Mitchell recalled that 'the other battalions of the brigade 
cheered as we marched'. 
 
Six and a half battalions and accompanying units of the 
Australian 4th Division lost over 3000 officers and men, of 
whom 28 officers and 1142 men were captured ± the larg-
est number of Australians taken by the enemy in a single battle.  Two thirds of those who entered the fight were lost. 
A soldier wrote of one his comrades who was exposed to the enemy to save his mates: ³PeUKaSV LQ cLYLOLaQ da\V Ke ZRXOd QRW 
have known greatness, but now we get together on Anzac Day and feel like pooling the decorations issued to us and casting 
them aside, for this truly great man received but a wooden cross for the part he played in laying down his life for his county and 
VaYLQg KLV fULeQdV´. 
 Sergeant John Smith; regimental number 1614, was 29 when he enlisted in Adelaide on 9 December 1915.  His military record 
indicates a first-class soldier and NCO; a natural leader respected by his men.  He continued the bloody business of war and was 
KIA (Killed in Action) in France on 18 September 1918.  
 
CleP’V VWRU\ 

Trooper; later Private Clement Aloysius Joseph Mahony; regimental number 935 was 26 when enlisted in the 9th Light Horse Reg-
iment on 26 November 1914.  Like Sergeant Smith, he was single and tall for that period, standing at 5 foot 9 inches (175 cm).  
He was my great uncle. 
Clem, as he was known, was a fitter from Port Broughton, an agricultural and fishing town about 170 kilometres north of Adelaide.  
It was a port where the sleek clipper ships rounded the Horn, over a century ago, heading into the Great Australian Bight to load 
the golden South Australian wheat and barle\.  Clem¶s father, James and his wife, Susan, migrated from England to Western 
Australia, but decided South Australia would be a better option, finally settling in Gawler, 40 kilometres north of Adelaide. It was a 
productive marriage as the couple took the biblical commandment of ³gR \e fRUWK aQd PXOWLSO\´ and their Irish Catholicism serious-
l\ indeed; having 15 children.  James was a piano maker/carpenter and fitted out much of the internal woodwork when Adelaide¶s 
St Francis Xavier¶s Cathedral was refurbished in 1887.  He was an accomplished musician and Gawler¶s choirmaster.   

 On 4 August 1914 Australia followed Britain¶s declaration of war on German\.  
Continued in next months issue. 
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DID YOU KNOW………...? Believe it or NOT! 
The song, Auld Lang Syne, is sung at the stroke of midnight in almost every English-speaking country in the world to bring in the 
New Year. 
 
Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your mouth by 61 percent. 
 
Peanut oil is used for cooking in submarines because it doesn't smoke unless it's heated above 450F. 
 
The roar that we hear when we place a seashell next to our ear is not the ocean, but rather the sound of blood surging through 
the veins in the ear. 
 
Nine out of every 10 living things live in the ocean. 
 
The banana cannot reproduce itself. It can be propagated only by the hand of man. 
 
Airports at higher altitudes require a longer airstrip due to lower air density. 
 
The University of Alaska spans four time zones. 
 
The tooth is the only part of the human body that cannot heal itself. 
 
In ancient Greece , tossing an apple to a girl was a traditional proposal of marriage. Catching it meant she accepted. 
 
Warner Communications paid $28 million for the copyright to the song Happy Birthday. 
 
Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair. 
 
A comet's tail always points away from the sun. 
 
The Swine Flu vaccine in 1976 caused more death and illness than the disease it was intended to prevent. 
 
Caffeine increases the power of aspirin and other painkillers, that is why it is found in some medicines. 
 
The military salute is a motion that evolved from medieval times, when knights in armour raised their visors to reveal their identi-
ty. 
 
If you get into the bottom of a well or a tall chimney and look up, you can see stars, even in the middle of the day. 
 
When a person dies, hearing is the last sense to go. The first sense lost is sight. 
 
In ancient times strangers shook hands to show that they were unarmed. 
 
Strawberries are the only fruits whose seeds grow on the outside. 
 
Avocados have the highest calories of any fruit at 167 calories per hundred grams. 
 
The moon moves about two inches away from the Earth each year. 
 
The Earth gets 100 tons heavier every day due to falling space dust. 
 
Due to earth's gravity it is impossible for mountains to be higher than 15,000 meters. 
 
It¶s impossible to ³cross \our e\es´ with one e\e closed!  
 
Open your eyes, stupid! 
 
Soldiers do not march in step when going across bridges because they could set up a vibration which could be sufficient to 
knock the bridge down. 
 
Everything weighs one percent less at the equator. 
 
For every extra kilogram carried on a space flight, 530 kg of excess fuel are needed at lift-off. 
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TKH HRQ. SFRWW MRUULVRQ MP 

Prime MiniVWer 
SHQDWRU TKH HRQ. LLQGD RH\QROGV CSC 

MiniVWer for Defence 
TKH HRQ. DDUUHQ CKHVWHU MP 

MiniVWer for VeWeranV and Defence PerVonnel 
WedneƐdaǇ ϱ FebrƵarǇ ϮϬϮϬ 

POtERFhL NEt BODz dO dACKLE ADF AND sEdERAN ^hICIDE^ 
A poZerfXl, neZ independenW bod\ Zill be creaWed Wo inYeVWigaWe all VXVpecWed YeWeran and AXV-
Wralian Defence Force (ADF) VXicideV and caXVeV Wo help VaYe liYeV. 
 
The MorriVon GoYernmenW Zill eVWabliVh a permanenW NaWional CommiVVioner for Defence and 
VeWeran SXicide PreYenWion. 
 
The NaWional CommiVVioner Zill haYe Whe endXring poZer, Vcope and reVoXrceV Wo inYeVWigaWe VX-
icideV and relaWed iVVXeV aV Whe\ ariVe, raWher Whan being reVWricWed b\ a one-off reYieZ looking aW 
paVW pracWiceV. 
 
Prime MiniVWer ScoWW MorriVon Vaid Whe independenW CommiVVioner ZoXld alVo haYe Whe poZer Wo 
compel ZiWneVVeV Wo giYe eYidence. 
 
“ThiV iV aboXW being foreYer YigilanW for Whe care and Zell-being of oXr YeWeranV,” Whe Prime MiniV-
Wer Vaid. “ThoVe YeWeranV and all VerYing men and Zomen proWecW oXr commXniW\ and oXr free-
domV. IW iV oXr dXW\ Wo do Whe Vame for Whem. “I haYe WhoXghW long and hard aboXW Whe beVW re-
VponVe Wo WhiV iVVXe. I haYe Vpoken Wo YeWeranV righW acroVV AXVWralia and I haYe meW ZiWh Wheir 
familieV and alVo local, VWaWe and naWional organiVaWionV. 
 
“I belieYe ZhaW Ze haYe deYeloped addreVVeV Whe needV of WhoVe YeWeranV, Wheir familieV and oXr 
VerYing men and Zomen. “We Zill be permanenWl\ YigilanW aboXW Wheir Zelfare.” 
The NaWional CommiVVioner for Defence and VeWeran SXicide PreYenWion Zill be empoZered Wo 
perform WZo roleV: 
 
• The CommiVVioner Zill be an independenW and permanenW pXblic accoXnWabiliW\ bod\, ZiWh Whe 
Vame poZerV of a Ro\al CommiVVion Wo compel Whe prodXcWion of eYidence and VXmmon ZiW-
neVVeV, and make findingV and recommendaWionV Wo GoYernmenW. 
 
• The CommiVVioner Zill alVo proYide an ongoing inYeVWigaWiYe fXncWion of indiYidXal caVeV of VXi-
cide, Zorking ZiWh each VWaWe and WerriWor\ coronial office, making recommendaWionV Wo GoYern-
menW. 

 Veteran Suicides & What the Government is doing 

Continued Page 16 
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FUom SUeYioXV Sage 
 
 
The GoYernmenW Zill inYeVW an iniWial $40 million Wo VXpporW Whe CommiVVioner¶V Zork and WhiV Zill 
be e[panded Wo enVXre Whe\ haYe ZhaWeYer reVoXrceV Whe\ need. 
 
The GoYernmenW Zill alVo eVWabliVh an immediaWe, independenW reYieZ of hiVWorical YeWeran VXi-
cide caVeV, condXcWed b\ Whe CommiVVioner, focXVing on Whe impacW of miliWar\ VerYice and YeWer-
anV¶ poVW VerYice e[perience. 
 
An inWerim reporW Zill be deliYered ZiWhin 12 monWhV. FamilieV Zill be engaged in WhiV proceVV if 
Whe\ ZiVh, ZiWh an opporWXniW\ Wo parWicipaWe and Well Wheir VWorieV openl\ and Vafel\. The AXVWrali-
an InVWiWXWe of HealWh and Welfare and Whe AXVWralian CommiVVion on SafeW\ and QXaliW\ in HealWh 
Care, along ZiWh coronial and legal e[perWV, Zill proYide Wechnical e[perWiVe in VXpporW of WhiV 
Zork. MiniVWer for VeWeranV and Defence PerVonnel Darren CheVWer Vaid Whe CommiVVioner ZoXld 
alVo deliYer an AnnXal VeWeran and Defence SXicide DeaWh ReporW Wo Whe ParliamenW. “ThiV Zill be 
a WranVparenW reporW direcWl\ Wo Whe ParliamenW on an annXal baViV on VXicideV ZiWhin Whe defence 
and YeWeran commXniW\, inclXding an XpdaWe on Whe implemenWaWion and eYalXaWion of meaVXreV 
Wo redXce VXicide riVk facWorV,” Mr CheVWer Vaid. 
 
“The GoYernmenW iV commiWWed Wo enVXring ADF memberV, YeWeranV and Wheir familieV haYe ac-
ceVV Wo Whe righW VXpporW, aW Whe righW Wime, eVpeciall\ WhoVe Zho are YXlnerable or aW riVk.” 
MiniVWer for Defence, SenaWor Whe Hon Linda Re\noldV CSC Vaid Whe Chief of Whe Defence Force 
and each SerYice Chief ZaV commiWWed Wo being open and WranVparenW, Wo VXpporW improYed 
healWh oXWcomeV for ADF perVonnel and YeWeranV. 
 
“The menWal healWh and Zellbeing of oXr YeWV and Defence Force memberV iV an iVVXe of naWional 
and endXring imporWance. 
 
“TheVe comprehenViYe meaVXreV haYe been deYeloped ZiWh a Yer\ clear focXV on finding Whe 
moVW effecWiYe and pracWical Za\V of beWWer idenWif\ing, preYenWing, XnderVWanding and acWing on 
VXicide and VXicide riVkV among oXr YeWV and VerYice men and Zomen.” 
 
A VeWeran Famil\ AdYocaWe Zill alVo be appoinWed Wo direcWl\ engage ZiWh Whe familieV of YeWeranV, 
Wo improYe Whe deVign of all YeWeran programV and VerYiceV, inclXding menWal healWh VXpporWV and 
VerYiceV. “The neZ VeWeran Famil\ AdYocaWe Zill focXV on menWal healWh and VXicide preYenWion, 
and conWribXWe Wo oXr XnderVWanding of riVk facWorV relaWing Wo Whe Zellbeing of YeWeranV and Wheir 
familieV, parWicXlarl\ dXring WranViWion from Whe ADF,” Mr CheVWer Vaid. 
 
“The AdYocaWe Zill repreVenW Whe YieZV of YeWeranV and Wheir familieV b\ engaging and adYocaWing 
Wo help Vhape polic\ and Whe adminiVWraWion of YeWeran benefiWV and VXpporW. 
 
“We ZanW Wo aVVXre defence and YeWeranV¶ familieV WhaW help iV aYailable noZ and iW can make a 
difference. Open ArmV ± VeWeranV and FamilieV CoXnVelling proYideV VXpporW and coXnVelling Wo 
cXrrenW ADF memberV, YeWeranV and Wheir familieV and can be conWacWed 24/7 on 1800 011 046.” 
 
 
[END@ 


