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At the invitation of the Battalion, I travelled to RAAF Base Edinburgh on a recent 
weekend to observe our soldiers in action 
 

Its 35 years since I did any serious soldering so I was delighted to be invited to 
see what the soldiers of 10/27 Battalion get up to with their modern training. 
 

This weekend saw 3 sections compete in numerous military activities, to decide 
the Top Section of the Battalion. 
 
I started at the 25-metre range. No need to patch out targets here. The results 
are all but instantaneous. 
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35 years ago, there was no 
running on the range .Now 
they practice a sprint fol-
lowed by some quick rounds 
onto the target.. A sense of 
urgency prevails. 
 
There had been heavy rain 
on Friday night and the Edin-
burgh Training Area was 
damp to say the least. 
I was then shown what I 
would call some contact 
drills followed by casualty 
maintenance and evacua-

tion. Previously the For-
ward Scout would yell 
“CONTACT FRONT” 
Now, with everyone on 
the intercom, the Section 
Commander controls the 
deployment and all you 
hear is gun fire and the 
whine of wounded enemy 
trying to escape. 
 
It is still the trained infan-
teer who seizes and 
holds ground, and yes, its 
still Run, Down, Cry (its 
CRAWL you idiot: Editor), 
Observe, Aim, Fire, But 
the weaponry and protec-
tive armour is well ad-
vanced on what I knew. 
 
The soldiers spent the night in the field and I overheard that the RV point was the intersection of 2 creeks. 
What could possibly go wrong here? 
 
Fortunately, no more rain fell and the soldiers remained comparatively dry. 
 
The winning section, by a whole 0.15% was 1 Section, led by Cpl KM Baldock. Well done! 
 
Acknowledgment of their win will be recorded and a “take home” shield provided by the Association.    
 

Brigadier CP Moore presents the Winners Trophy to CPL KM Baldock 



 3 

 

 

  

After WW1 the British Common-

wealth gifted a few hundred artillery 

and mortar pieces to various towns 

and boroughs throughout Australia 

as thanks for their support to the 

Allies during the Great War. One of 

those guns, a 77 mm Krupp Ger-

man Artillery piece came to us via 

the Army Museum at Keswick, and 

after being faithfully restored to 

“battlefield” condition, is nearly 

ready for display. One would think 

this would be an easy task of pick-

ing a spot, putting up a shelter and installing the gun! Yes? 

No! 

In the “old days” a bunch of us would have got together on a 

Saturday afternoon, and with the help of Johnnos tractor 

would have built a marvellous canopy, probably donated by 

Stratco or Bunnings, and after concreting it into the ground, 

would have followed up with a BBQ and a few beers. Then the 

following day we would have poured a concrete slab (courtesy 

of Readymix) and after trowelling the surface to a mirror finish 

would have ended the weekend with another BBQ and the 

rest of the slabs of beer, probably donated by Coopers. 

One thing has changed. Red Tape has now been introduced 

into our system and apparently we don’t have enough red 

tape to do the job. So, the RSM goes to the Adjutant with a 

plan. The Adjutant signs off and sends the plan to the OPSO, 

who also signs off, and sends the plan to the CO who puts his tick of approval on it. From there it goes to the 

folk who maintain Keswick Barracks, who happen to be civilian contractors, and they contact the other civilian 

contractor who mows the grass and prunes the trees. Hang on! You haven’t submitted an “ADA/77 Part A 

Form for Approval to Destroy Some Lawn.” Where do we get one of those mate? You need to write to the 

Commissioner for Commonwealth Defence Lands and request the Book of Forms that lays out which form you 

need! So, we did that. In 2019! And last week the structure was finally erected, to the tune of several thousand 

Defence Dollars, and soon the new concrete slab will go down, to the tune of more Defence Dollars. And we 

didn’t even get the Barbie dirty! Ain’t progress grand? Now, where’s that bloody Gun Rodney? 

Editor. 

An area at the front of 10/27 Bn HQ at Keswick Barracks has been                        

picked to display the WW1 German Artillery Gun 
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Corporal Numbnutz Funnies. 



 5 Theme parks can snap a 

crystal-clear picture of you 

on a roller coaster going 70 

kph, but bank cameras can't 

get a clear shot of a robber 

standing still. 
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Dear paranoid people 

who check behind their 

shower curtains for                  

murderers ... if you do 

find one, what's your 

plan? 

Facial recognition 

software can pick a 

person out of a 

crowd but the 

vending machine 

at work can't                   

recognize a $5 

note with a bent            

corner. 
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In 1976 Mimi Kusmuk (now Ewens) joined the Citizens Military Forces (CMF) now known as the Army 

Reserve, After recruit training with the WRAAC Mimi was posted to 10 Battalion RSAR where she found 

her way into the Signals Platoon. The following year she was joined by PTE Beryl Rowe and PTE Pat 

Bergeman, the only females in the Infantry Battalion. The rest is, as they say, history, and Beryl, now a 

Major, was recently presented with the Federation Star for 40 years service. (Beryl is married to member 

Mick Hudson) Mimi received her Federation Star a few years ago and is still serving as a Sergeant.                      

That’s over 90 years combined dedication. Ladies, thank you for your service.  
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Do you remember this place? Back in early 1972 about 400 young men spent a Saturday and Sunday at 

Torrens Training Depot filling out forms, having Psych Tests and Medicals and applying to join the Citi-

zens Military Forces. 10 Battalion RSAR had just become a Training Battalion. 
 

Over 350 were successful, and a few weeks later were issued with uniforms and rudimentary equipment 

and told to report for duty for a 14 day Recruit Course. We arrived back at TTD on a Friday night with our 

kit in sausage bags and big packs, and were issued with the wonderful L1A1 SLR, complete with maga-

zine, bayonet and cleaning kit. We were told in no uncertain terms “Don’t EFF around with it, until you’re 

taught how to!”  So we didn’t, and boarded one of many buses formed up on the Parade Ground. Next 

stop? SMITHFIELD ARMY CAMP!  
 

We learned later the camp was built before WW2 as an Army ordnance depot, but was decommissioned 

in 1949 and turned into a Migrant Hostel for the thousands of “New Chums” who were arriving from all 

over the world to start a new life in South Australia. They did it hard in those days, and although some 

improvements had been made to the buildings, it was no place to bring up children. 
 

The area was closed as a migrant hostel in 1970 after the last few families were relocated to brand new 

housing trust homes in Elizabeth, and the Federal Government found a new use for it. They condemned it 

due to the poor hygiene, and turned it back into an Army Camp. It served another couple of years as a 

Recruit Camp for CMF soldiers until being closed again around 1973, and predominantly bulldozed. 
  

I remember the experience well, arriving in the dark and being issued a wooden/canvas stretcher and a 

rubber groundsheet (used as a raincoat), and being allocated a room about 3 meters x 3 meters in a Nis-

sen Hut. Another soldier and I shared the same room for the next two weeks, and became good friends. 

Our NCO was Corporal Col Douglas, who was quite a card and a wealth of outrageous information, and 

we became good friends for about 40 years until he passed away 4 years back. Our CSM was WO2 Joe 

Vella, and I, along with most of the recruits wanted to kill him! He was a hard, hard task master who never 

smiled, but a true soldier who I now call my friend. Our Platoon Commander was Lt Robin Kidney who 

sadly passed away last month, and his death prompted these memories about the Smithfield Camp. 
 

After the 2 week course we had a Passing Out Parade back at TTD and most of the soldiers transferred 

to different Corps throughout SA, and I never saw most of them again. Do you have any memories or pics 

of your days at Smithfield? I’d love to see them! 
  

David Laing - Editor 

SMITHFIELD RECRUIT CAMP 1971 
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Contact Us 

The Secretary                  
David Laing 

Royal South Australia                   

Regiment Association Inc. 

PO Box 5218 Murray Bridge 

South SA 5253 

0407 791 822 

davidlaing49@bigpond.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rsara.asn.au

Fees and Merchandise can be paid 

by EFT through the following                     

Bendigo Bank account: 

RSAR Association Inc 

BSB 633 000 

Acc. 1616 585 88 
 

Cheques etc can be mailed to                          
 

The Treasurer     

Christian Bennett                                                                                                            

RSAR Association                                                                                                             

5 Ashwin Parade                                                                

Torrensville SA 5031  

                                                                   

christianbennett95@gmail.com 

W 
ell, we finally said goodbye to our beloved Queen Eliza-

beth after her sudden passing in September. The TV 

and news media covered every aspect of her life, from 

her birth to her death, and regardless if you are a Monarchist or 

not, you must have felt some compassion for a lady who served 

her country and Commonwealth for her entire life. Rest in Peace 

Your Majesty. 

T 
he National Emergency Medal was destined to be award-

ed to all those from the Emergency Services and ADF who 

took part in fighting the fires of 2019/20, or supported 

those who fought the fires. This included soldiers from 9 Brigade in 

SA and our brave personnel from 10/27 Battalion who worked ex-

tremely hard in adverse conditions in the Adelaide Hills and Kan-

garoo Island for weeks after the fires, clearing burned land, repair-

ing fences and rebuilding sheds and other structures. Now the 

word is getting around that the NEM will NOT be awarded to ADF 

personnel who didn’t actually fight the fires! I’m sure our members 

are very interested to find out just why our soldiers who did what 

others couldn’t do are now being denied this honour! Anyone?  

L 
ast month I posted details of the new membership fees, 

that took effect from the August AGM. There appears to be 

some confusion, so I shall endeavor to set it straight. If you 

are a Paid Life Member, and have previously paid $200 for your 

Life Membership, you DO NOT have to pay a further $100 to bring 

you up to the new fee. You are a Life Member and have paid your 

ONE OFF fee. All INVITED Life Members from now on will pay the 

new fee of $300. Annual Fees have risen to $30, and $15 for As-

sociate Members. Serving ADF members still only pay $10 per 

year. 

W 
e have a great range of merchandise available for pur-

chase, and they’re designed to make you stand out in a 

crowd. We don’t make much profit (around $5 per cloth-

ing item) but what we do make goes to support the serving sol-

diers, and to give you a FREE get-together at the end of the year. 

Help us support the Battalion by supporting us. 

C 
apping off the “year we came back from COVID” will be 

our End of Year Lunch, details on Page 15. All food is 

FREE, and drinks are at generous Mess Prices, so come 

along and meet up with the people who make the Association, and 

the Battalion successful! 

That’s what I think, anyway!  

David Laing - Editor 

0407 791 822 

PAYMENTS FOR     

SUBS & MERCHANDISE 
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Laser engraved timber shield with              

RSAR Logo and engraved Brass Plaque 

with your Regimental details 

*ONLY $45 

 

 

RSARA Regimental Tie 

 $25.00 

 

 

RSARA Lapel Badge 

 $15.00 

 

 

RSARA Nameplate 

 $25.00 

 RSARA MERCHANDISE  

*Both items attract a $10 postage charge unless picked up. 

424545 

Laing D CPL 

SIG Platoon                              

10 RSAR 

Above items all attract a $6 postage fee Stubby Holder 

$6 each plus $2 postage 

6 for only $30 

Polo Top 

*ONLY $45 

CAP $15 
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Member Wayne Burns has forwarded information of one of his great Uncles 
2450 L/Cpl. Frank Read brother of Lt. W. Read MC MM 27 who both served 
with the 27th Battalion during WW1. I’ve included the details of William Read 
and his brother Frank, as the 2nd of the “Some Gave All” series. 
 
Lt William Read MC MM 
 
1915 

26th Jan – enlisted at Keswick 7 joined 27 Battalion service number 431. 

Aged 24 years 9 months. Previous occupation Machinist. 

31st May Embarked from Australia HMAT Geelong. 

6th July – Disembarked Alexandria to join MEF Gallipoli 

12th Sept disembarked Anzac Cove 

Oct – 27 Battalion took up defensive position Cheshire Ridge. 

Nov – Mule Gully 

Dec – Happy Valley 

12 Dec- Embarked from Gallipoli to Mudros, Lemnos 

1916 

10 Jan Disembarked Alexandria, Egypt. 

7th Feb AWOL 2-5 Tel-el Kebir. Forfeits 4 days pay. awarded 5 days No2 FP. 

15th March- proceeded to join BEF ex Alexandria. 

16 Mar – Leaving ranks without permission. Awarded 14 days No2 Fp. 

21 Mar – Disembarked Marseilles, France 

4 Aug – Wounded in Action, pozieres, France. 

6th Aug – No 44 CCS - Gun Shot wound leg. Admitted & transferred to ambulance train. 

7 Aug – Admitted No 14 general Hospital, Wimereux, France. 

9thAug – transferred to England from Boulonge, France 

12th Aug – Embarked to England on HS Jan Breydel 

18 Aug – Admitted to County Middlesex Military Hospital, St Albans with Gunshot wound deemed severe. 

27th Sept reported back from furlough and placed in class A. discharged from hospital & to train to Command De-

pot, Pernam, Downs, Wiltshire. 

16 Nov proceeded overseas to France from Folkestone 

17 Nov Arrived Etaples, France 

5 dec- Proceeded to join Battalion. 

 

1917  

5 Jan- Promoted to L/Cpl 

13 Jan – To hospital No 38 Casualty Clearing station .Accidently wounded working in Coy drying room, Deville 

Wood Camp. Gun shot wound to hand deemed soldier not to blame. 

17 Jan – Returned from hospital and discharged to duty. 

28 Feb Promoted to Temp Sgt. 

11th March – recommended for Military Medal 

“For conspicuous gallantry in Warlencourt on 2.3.17, in the assault on Malt Tench, this NCO was conspicuous for 
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his ability and daring in pushing forward supplies of bombs and preventing confusion. He afterwards led 

bombing attacks on bay after bay of the trench all of which were successful. He worked and fought continu-

ously from daybreak until conclusion of the action at about 11 am and exhibited dash and gallantry through-

out the engagement. He also took a prominent part subsequently in organising the consolidation” 

28 Jun – To attend No 6 Officer Cadet Battalion, Oxford. 

31st Aug – Appointed 2/Lt and posted to General Battalion Reinforcements 

14 Aug Proceeded overseas to France from South Hampton 

23 Nov Taken on strength Cadet Battalion, Belgium. 

22 Dec – Wounded in action. Belgium. Shrapnel wound to thigh deemed mild. Admitted 7 Australian Field 

Ambulance and transferred by train to 1 British Red Cross Hospital, Le Tourquet. 

 

Wayne and Robyn Burns at the gravesite of Frank Read, buried in the Warloy-Baillon Communal 

Cemetery Extension, France. Wayne says “The first British burial took place in the Communal Ceme-

tery in October 1915, and the last on 1st July 1916. By that date Field Ambulances had come to the 

village in readiness for the attack on the German Front line, 8 kilometres away, and the Extension was 

begun. The fighting from July to November 1916 on the Northern part of the Somme front accounts for 

the majority of the burials; but a certain number are due to the German attack in the Spring of 1918, 

which reached the former British front line. There are now over 1,000, 1914-18 and a small number of 

1939-45 casualties commemorated on this site.” 
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1918. 

In Jan he was released from hospital and re-joined the Battalion in Belgium on 9 Jan. Promoted to Lieuten-

ant. He again got sick with colic and was admitted to Renal Colic 1 Red Cross Hospital. He had 3 weeks 

leave in England then re-joined unit. 

Recommended for Military Cross, 16th Oct.”  During the operations on the 5th October, 1918 in the attack on 

Montbrehain, East of Peronne, this officer was in charge of a company sent forward to reinforce the 6th Aus-

tralian Infantry Brigade. 

Owing to the tactical situation being obscure, this officer, together with an officer of the 24th battalion, and 

an NCO went forward into Montbrehain with a view of clearing up the situation before advancing his compa-

ny. While making reconnaissance he was subjected to intense machine gun fire and considerable sniping. 

About 40 of the enemy were uncounted, and Lt Read by skilful sniping, either killed or wounded 20 of them 

and cleared the village. He then, with the assistance of the other officer and the NCO gathered up a number 

of the 6th infantry Brigade men, and established them in posts on the outer edge of the village. As a result of 

this officer’s splendid work and daring, it was not necessary to bring up his own company. 

 

1919 

10 Jan – returned to England for return to Australia 

22 Apr – returned to Australia on HMAS Euripedes and disembarked in 

Adelaide Discharged from army 14th July, 1919 and later married Ethel 

Blanche in 1921. 

He died on 21Oct 1943 at Semaphore, South Australia aged 53 years 

and is buried at Light Oval AIF Cemetery, West Terrace Cemetery. 

 

LCPL Frank Read 

1915 

23rd Jan – Enlisted at Keswick, South Australia and joined 27th Battalion 

5th reinforcements. Service number 2450, aged 18 years 1 month.  Previ-

ous occupation; warehouse Assistant. (tried to join 18th June but required 

a letter from his parent due to his age. 

14th September – Embarked ex Adelaide HMAT Ballarat. 

 

1916 

12th January taken on strength Tel-el  Kebir, Egypt and appointed Lance Corporal. 

16th Mar proceeded to join BEF ex Alexandria. 

21st Mar Disembarked Marseilles, France. 

4 Aug – wounded in action Pozieres, France Gun shot wounds back and head. 

6th Aug – Admitted 13th field ambulance. Transferred to 4th Australian Field ambulance 

 sustained shrapnel wounds elbow and back. Transferred to casualty clearing station. Admitted 2/1 South 

Midland CCS. Died of wounds sustained in action aged 19 years 3 month in special hospital, Warloy, 

France. 

Buried in Warloy-Baillon , France Communal Cemetery Extension 

 

All Gave Some, Some Gave All. 
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King Charles III – Serving God and Country, 

 

I read with intrigue, though not surprise, that the Coronation of King Charles III would be a 
“trimmed down affair” unlike that of King George VI and the late Queen Elizabeth II. Peers, it 
was suggested, could be allowed to “wear lounge suits or morning suits instead of luxurious 
ceremonial robes made with crimson velvet and ermine”. 

One tradition that will remain is the anointing ceremony. Anointing ceremonies, usually per-
formed with olive oil and chrism, mark an indelible change in the life of the recipient. Why olive 
oil?  Have you ever tried to get an oil stain out of a good dress shirt! 

The anointing of the monarch can happen only after the sovereign swears an oath to uphold 
the Church and the Law. It is  a reminder that they will be called to account by a power greater 
than themselves. It is only following his anointing by the Archbishop that King Charles III will 
be invested with regalia and crowned before receiving the acclaim of his subjects.  

As any RSM will tell you, ceremonial order is itself a great teacher. There is no greater exam-
ple of this than the Catafalque Party. 

While not holding myself up as a monarchist can I say that I like it!! I like that service of others 
is a scared covenant sealed with holy oil. As religiosity in Australian society declines there is, 
ironically, an increase given to the role of chaplaincy in the ADF. 

In my training it was made clear that, whether we find ourselves in regimental training or in op-
erations, chaplains are positioned to serve all members, regardless of race, gender, sexual ori-
entation or religion in order to enhance and sustain capability.  

King Charles III; in the service of God and Country – and in that order. 

Go Gently, Keep Well 

The Padre 

Paul Ghanem OFM 
0408 163 257 Anytime 

 

 

 

REF: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11295049/The-secrets-King-Charles-IIIs-slimmed-
coronation-revealed.html 

 

The Order of the Day (next page) kindly provided by the Padre and authorised by God. 

By Chaplain Paul Ghanem 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11295049/The-secrets-King-Charles-IIIs-slimmed-coronation-revealed.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11295049/The-secrets-King-Charles-IIIs-slimmed-coronation-revealed.html
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Life Members   Members A - P Members P - Z 

Acton Chris Abel Colin Portakiewicz Anthony 

Beckett David Abraham Michael Portakiewicz David 

Benveniste Sam  Attenborough Geoff Powell Gary 

Blackmore Bill Bampton Michael Preece Brian 

Boscence Bob Bennett Christian Rado Steven 

Brookes Phil Blondell Mark Ramm Hank 

Burnard Trent Brown Bruce Ranger Denis 

Burns Wayne Burnard Saxon Robertson James 

Carnachan Ian Burton Ray Rossetti Lee 

Carpenter Ian Buttars Erik Sanders Ashley 

Cotton Bob Carlisle Lesley-Anne Schuh Simon 

Dart John Cooke Nat Scott Rhys 

Davey Trevor Cram Kevin Skapin Corey 

Elliott Graham Demosani Tony Smith Ryan 

Gaborit Lyndon Dew Trevor Sniedze Julie 

Goodwin  Graham Domanski Glenn Tasker David 

Harris Lachlan Dunn Bob Tattersall Geoff 

Hawking Don Dunn Peter Thomas David 

Haynes  Malcolm Eva Keith Thomson Jim 

Higgins Jonathon Ewens Mimi Tregenza Norm 

Hogan Mark Faquiri Reshad Trezise George 

Hook  Alan Faunt Joshua Tsoulakis Christos 

Hope  David Foy Erin Tucker Belinda 

Horseman Ian Gatley Graham Vozelj Blaz 

Hudson Mike Ghanem Paul Weepers Nicole 

Jackson Aaron Gibson Lindsay Wheeler Chris  

James Grant Gill Graham Williams  Reg 

Jeffrey Scott Gordon Frank     

Johnson Paul Groffen Renee Honorary Members   

Johnson Barry Harrington Malcolm Benveniste LTCOL Sam 

Klopf Alex Harrison John Wilson MAJGEN Neil 

Laing David Harrison Keith Read WO1 Ben 

Lakin Bruce Harrison Nigel     

Marlin Robin Hartshorne Anthony Hon Member for Life   

Meredith Mike Hawkins Des Beames Rodney 

Miller Nick Higgins Kevin     

Moore Terry Hill Max     

Moore Thomas Hudson Rick Associate Life Members   

Paul John Hume Matthew Elliott Julie 

Pollard Barry Humphrys Jesse Field Shirley 

Richter Sean Jones Brett Johnson Sally 

Salamon Piotr Koop Joshua Laing June 

Sanderson Max Loveder Peter Phillips Heather 

Stewart Robin Matchett William Sanderson Lorraine 

Stewien Peter McCulloch Don     

Vella  Joe McIver Bill     

Waters Ian Mitchell Barry     

Watters Matthew Moore Peter Associate Members   

Westover Rhys Morony Frank Abel Karen 

Wilson Graham Mulroney Dennis Brown Jenni 

Yorke-Simpkin Reg Normandale Zachary Carnachan Dom 

    Oakley Andrew Dunn Trish 

    O'Daly Ryan Hudson Margaret 

    Orrock Alan Johnson Margaret 

    Parslow Howard Parsonage Yvonne 

    Parsonage James Pollard Kay 

    Pascoe Michael Toy Jill 

    Payne Bob Tregenza Lyn 

    Pexton Timothy Winger Kathleen 

    Phillips Colin Rex     

            

Please welcome new Members Reg Williams and Peter Moore to the Association. 



 18 
Royal South Australia Regiment Association Inc 

Application for Membership 

                     Full Membership  

                     $20 (Former member of the RSAR) 

                      Current Serving Military Member 

                     Must have served with the RSAR or a sub   

unit. FREE 1st year. $10 thereafter while still serving 

                     Non Voting Associate Member 

                     $10 (Spouses, non former members of  RSAR)     

                      Life Membership (Once only payment) 

                      FULL Member                $200 

                      ASSOCIATE Member    $100 

Membership Category 

Full Name: Postal Address: 

Date of Birth: Email: 

Mobile No: 

Regt No. or PMKeys No.  

How did you hear about the Association? 

 

Period of Service          /         /             to             /          /                       Current Serving Member of the RSAR or Sub Unit 

Spouse/Partners name. Have you been a member since then?           YES               NO 

My Details - Please print clearly 

Method of Payment 

                 Cheque or Money Order - Payable to 
                  The Treasurer Christian Bennett 
                  RSAR Association Inc 
                  5 Ashwin Parade 
                  Torrensville SA 5031 

                   Electronic Funds Transfer 
                   Royal South Australia Regiment Association Inc 
                   BSB 633 000 
                   Account  1616 585 88 
                   Include your name as an identifier  

                    

                     CASH (In person to the Committee) 

                  I have paid my Fees by Cheque to the Association Account  

                   listed below and posted to The Secretary RSAR                           

Association PO Box 5218 Murray Bridge South SA 5253 

Account Name: RSAR Association Inc 

Bank: Bendigo Bank 

BSB: 633 000 

Acct # 1616 585 88 

                  I understand that receipt of this application constitutes my acceptance of the Associations Rules as set down in the Constitution found at the website 

address below. I also authorise the processing of my preferred method of payment and acknowledge that I may be required to provide proof of past or current 

military service as required.           

Website: www.rsara.asn.au 

Please send this completed application, with any proof of service to the RSAR Association Secretary at davidlaing49@bigpond.com 

Date of Application             /           / 


