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Australia has a proud history of peacekeeping. On 14
September each year, we observe National
Peacekeepers' Day. It commemorates
the anniversary of Australia's first
involvement in peace operations.
Four Australians became the v
world's first peacekeepers to deploy into the field, in the
Netherlands East Indies (now Indonesia) on 14 September
1947.

National Peacekeepers' Day honours all Australian
peacekeepers, peacemakers, peacebuilders and peace
enforcers. They have made extraordinary contributions to
uphold international stability and security in challenging
environments.

Since 1947, over 65,000 Australians have served in peace
operations, and 17 have lost their lives. This day is a time
for us to recognise and remember their service and
sacrifice. We also reflect on the dedication, unwavering
commitment, compassion, resilience and professionalism
of those who continue to serve.

We thank those who have served in our name.
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EDITORIAIL

The Battle of Amiens is continued from last month on Page 3. Our
Regiment played a major part in this campaign, and we commemorate
it each year with a Dining in Night at Keswick Barracks Officers Mess.
The President, Vice President and Secretary of the RSAR Association
were cordially invited by the Commanding Officer to attend the dinner
along with our wives, and some pics of the night are on Page 17.

Our 2026 Annual General Meeting was well attended with 48 members
and their wives/partners gathering to vote on some changes to the
Constitution and have a few drinks with mates. All the pics are on Page
8-10 with more on our Facebook page.

Keeping everyone up to date with our operations is paramount in the
way we do business, so | have put some words down on Page 11 and
12 to keep everyone abreast of our situation. It's my 2026 AGM Report.

In mid-August a number of RSAR Association Committee Members
were invited by LTCOL Darrin Tyson to visit and observe the Battalion
in action at the Cultana Training Area during Exercise Austral Shield.
We were accommodated in the “luxurious” Baxter Facility, which used
to be a Detention Centre but now houses rabbits and red dust! Most of
us had been there in the 70’s and 80’s when it was the Alamein Army
Camp, so we enjoyed the change and made the most of it by getting
back to basics, and had a great time with the Diggers in the field while
they went through their paces. Some of the pics are on Page 13-17

Situations Vacant. No more! After being vacant for 2 years the RSARA
Secretary’s position has now been filled by committee member Paul
Tucker, and the Merchandising Officers role, vacated by Selina Laing
has been taken up by WO1 David Portakiewicz. We thank David & Paul
immensely for their offers of support and wish them well in their new
positions.

Our End of Year Lunch will be held on Sunday 29" November at the
Warradale Barracks Sgts Mess from 1100 hrs onwards, and this is the
last chance to catch up with friends and colleagues before the
Christmas stand down. The food is FREE and drinks are at very
generous Mess prices, plus some great raffle prizes are on offer. Book
now by contacting David Laing or Paul Tucker on the numbers at the
top left hand side of this page!

That’s it for this month. Stay safe and stay well.

David


mailto:davidlaing49@bigpond.com
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Map depicting the advance of the Allied line

PERROXE AND ¥ICINITY
BATILE OF AMmIENS
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The battle began in dense fog at 4:20 am on 8
August. Under Rawlinson's F

ourth Army, the British Il Corps attacked north of the

Somme, the Australian Corps to the south of the river
in the centre of Fourth Army's front, and the
Canadian Corps to the south of the Australians. The
French 1st Army under General Debeney opened its
preliminary bombardment at the same time and
began its advance 45 minutes later, supported by a
battalion of 72 Whippet tanks. Although German
forces were on the alert, this was mainly in
anticipation of possible retaliation for their incursion
on the sixth and not because they had learned of the
preplanned Allied attack. Although the two forces
were within 460 metres (500 yd) of one another, gas
bombardment was very low, as the bulk of the Allied
presence was unknown to the Germans. The attack
was so unexpected that German forces only began
to return fire after five minutes, and even then, at the
positions where the Allied forces had assembled at
the start of the battle and had long since left.
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In the first phase, seven divisions attacked: the
British 18th (Eastern) and 58th (2/1st London), the
Australian 2nd and 3rd, and the
Canadian 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisions.  Troops of
the 33rd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army National
Guard supported the British attackers north of the
Somme.

The attackers captured the first German position, advancing about 3.7 km (4,000 yd; 2.3 mi) by about 7:30 am. In
the centre, supporting units following the leading divisions attacked the second objective a further 3.2 km (2.0 mi)
distant. Australian units reached their first objectives by 7:10 am, and by 8:20 am, the Australian 4th and 5th
Divisions and the Canadian 4th Division passed through the initial breach in the German lines. The third phase
of the attack was assigned to infantry-carrying Mark V* tanks; however, the infantry was able to carry out this
final step unaided. The Allies penetrated well to the rear of the German defenses, and cavalry now continued
the advance, one brigade in the Australian sector and two cavalry divisions in the Canadian sector. Aircraft
fire by the new RAF and armoured car fire kept the retreating Germans from rallying.

The Canadian and Australian forces in the centre advanced quickly, pushing the line 4.8 km (3.0 mi) forward
from its starting point by 11:00 am. The speed of their advance was such that a party of German officers and
some divisional staff were captured while eating breakfast. A gap 24 km (15 mi) long was punched in the German
line south of the Somme by the end of the day. There was less success north of the river, where the British IlI
Corps had only a single tank battalion in support, the terrain was rougher, and the German incursion of 6 August
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had disrupted some of the preparations. The corps gained its first objectives but was held up short of the Chipilly
spur, "a bare seventy-five-foot-high ridge" in an oxbow bend of the Somme near the village of Chipilly.

The French forces on the right flank also attacked, capturing Moreuil by 9:30 am. They shelled the Germans for
three hours and twenty minutes. The French IX Corps began to advance but was stopped on the Avre. Later,
the XXXI Corps took Méziéres and occupied Fresnoy by nine o'clock. The French suffered 3,500 casualties and
took over 5,000 German soldiers prisoner.

The Allies penetrated 10 miles, at a cost of 12,000 casualties, and captured over 15,000 prisoners. Total German
losses were estimated to be 30,000 on 8 August. The British, Australian and Canadian infantry of the Fourth
Army sustained about 8,000 casualties, with further losses by tank and air personnel, and French forces.

German Army Chief of Staff Paul von Hindenburg noted the Allies' use of surprise and that Allied destruction of
German lines of communication had hampered potential German counter-attacks by isolating command
positions. The German General Erich Ludendorff described the first day of Amiens as the "Schwarzer Tag des
deutschen Heeres" (the "black day of the German Army"), not because of the ground lost to the advancing Allies,
but because the morale of the German troops had sunk to the point where large numbers of troops began to
capitulate. He recounted instances of retreating troops shouting "You're prolonging the war!" at officers who tried
to rally them, and "Blackleg!" at reserves moving up. Five German divisions had effectively been engulfed. Allied
forces had pushed, on average, 11 km (6.8 mi) into enemy territory by the end of the day.! The Canadians gained
13 km (8.1 mi), Australians 11 km (6.8 mi), the French 8 km (5.0 mi), and the British 3.2 km (2.0 mi).

British Mark V tank (B56, 9003) of the 2 Battalion, Tank Corps traversing a ditch at the side of a road
at Lamotte-en-Santerre, 8 August 1918
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Do you know, if you lined
everyone in the Chinese
Army up in ranks of 10,

and marched them over a
cliff........ they wouldn’t be
bloody happy!!
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Remember: 3 A
China emits more CO? ST
in just 2 weeks than

Australia does in a year...
So remind me again how
‘net zero’ will save
the planet?

Source: Our World in Data

. Beep againi?
dgre ya

My boss calls me "the computer".

Nothing to do with intelligence, | go to
sleep if left unattended for 15 minutes.




Little boy sitting on his step eating
candy just as fast as he could
unwrap it. A man passing by saw
what he was doing. He said all
that candy is not good for you and
will spoil your dinner. The little boy
said | don't know about that but
my grandpa lived to be a 102. The
man said wow you mean by eating
candy. The little boy said no, by
minding his own business.
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After reading the negative
! effects of drinking and smoking
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SOMETIMES YOU MEET
SOMEONE AND YOU
KNOW FROM THE
FIRST MOMENT THAT
YOU WANT TO SPEND
YOUR WHOLE LIFE
WITHOUT THEM.

Why do we put
round pizza

in a square (5(-))
box and
eat it in
triangles

My wife
completely
ignores me

when she
watches Netflix.
| renewed my
subscription for
further 10

years!! @ @ @



The 2026 AGM was conducted on Sunday 2" August at the Avoca Hotel, with 48 members enjoying
the atmosphere and camaraderie of the day. The majority voted to make some important changes
to the Constitution, plus bring some new committee members on board. Paul Tucker was voted in
as the new Secretary, and Jason Conway and Ronnie Andrews took up their new roles as Serving
Member Liaison Officers. Welcome on board gentlemen!

After the meeting members enjoyed some wonderful food provided by the Avoca kitchen wizards,
and had time to swap old war stories. Some of them true!

Thank you to all who attended and we'll do it all again next year!!
In the photo below are from Left to Right:

Selina Laing with 29 years’ service in the Reserve and Regular Army. Her father David Laing with 6
years in the Army Reserve and 17 years as an Officer in the Army Cadets. Paul (Tich) Tyson with
32 years’ service in the Regular and Army Reserve. His son Darrin Tyson who is the Commanding
Officer of the magnificent 101/27t Battalion RSAR, with 25 years mainly as a Regular and now the
Army Reserve. What a team, with over 100 years of combined service???










I now enter my 3 year as President and my 17" as Secretary, and
wish to thank the committee and other members of this Association
who have supported me throughout the past 12 months, making my
job much easier.

On this day, 2" August 36 years ago Iraq invaded Kuwait, and Saddam
Hussein’s subsequent refusal to withdraw his troops sparked
the Persian Gulf War, in which an international force, containing
Australian troops and led by the United States quickly defeated Iraq.
Some things never change.

As is always the case, when we have someone who does an
exemplary job in their elected role, they pack up and leave us. Such is
the case with our Merchandising and Marketing Officer Selina, who is
leaving us for a new life overseas with her daughter Adaline. Selina has
performed her role extremely well and applied some new innovations to our Merchandise and
Marketing, which have made it easier for us to do business. I'm sure you will all join me in wishing
Selina all the best in her new endeavours, and thank her for her service.

We have not had any soldiers on Border Protection duties this year, so there has been no need for any
Care Packages, however we have instigated a New Arrivals Pack for any soldiers whose wife/partner
has given birth. So far this year we have provided 7 packs to the families of our “new arrivals.”

A small group of volunteers helped out at the 2026 Force Preservation Awareness Training exercise at
RAAF Base Edinburgh in February, and we fed 105 hungry soldiers with a combination of barbequed
sausages, onions and bread, and a fresh fruit salad dessert.

Unfortunately, due to the age of some of our volunteers, and the lack of help from members, we have
withdrawn that type of support from the Battalion, although we will continue to support the soldiers in
many other ways, by way of awards and prizes for high achievers, HQ honour board updates, support
for the wonderful Band and of course the camaraderie of the serving and former serving members and
their partners.

Our AGM and End of Year Lunches are the highlights of our year and I'm pleased to see both becoming
more popular.

This year our membership numbers are at 236, with 101 being current Serving Members, and still
steadily growing, making us one of the most progressive ex-services groups in the country.

We always need more members, so if you know of a comrade who would benefit from joining us, please
steer them in the right direction. We also need new members on the committee who are prepared to
take over the work currently carried out by the older members as they “reach their use-by-dates”. The
future of this group is in their hands.
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We had a very successful ANZAC Day, with 30 members marching the long road to the Cross of
Sacrifice. We send our thanks to the two Banner Bearers PTE Isaac Osbourne and PTE Charles
Wilkinson, and the others who embarked on that long journey down North Tce and King William St.

The big move of the Battalion from Keswick Barracks to Warradale and RAAF Base Edinburgh is still
no closer, but we’'ll take any news as it comes. The good folk at the Army Museum have an enormous
task ahead of them when the move finally happens, and we’ll be calling for “All Hands On Deck” to
assist with that move. Des Hawkins, Curator of our Historical Collection will be asking for help when
that time comes.

And while I'm talking about Des, | wish to thank him for taking up some of the load, and the rest of our
very supportive committee for spreading themselves out and “having my back!” Thanks to:

David Portakiewicz

Mark Blondell

Phil Stuart

Michael Abraham

Selina Laing

Christian Bennett

Paul Tucker

Mick Hudson

Jesse Humphrys

And last but not least, our high flying Padre Stephen Albrecht. Thank you all.

We have had two new Serving Members join our committee to replace 2 who are leaving. Sgt Ronnie
Andrews and Sgt Jason Conway have stepped up to replace WO2 Mark Blondell and Sgt Michael
Abraham who have been on our committee collectively for over 16 years. Thank you to Blondie and
Abes for your hard work and your friendship, and go well in your new postings.

And of course | would like to thank all of the faithful members, including those gathered here today, for
your support of the Association and the Battalion over the past year. We can’t do it without you, so
please stay with us.

Sadly, at the end of the year we will lose our Commanding Officer LTCOL Darrin Tyson and the RSM
WO1 Mark Broadbent who are jetting off to other postings. Both have worked extremely hard to ensure
constant liaison between the Association and the Battalion and | thank them sincerely for their support
and friendship. Now is not the time to farewell them, as they still have a Battalion to run, but we hope
you will join me in showing your appreciation for their support and friendship over the past 2 years. Next
year we will train 2 new soldiers to take their place.

| look forward to seeing you all at the End of Year lunch at the Warradale Barracks Sergeants Mess on
Sunday 29" November at 1100 hrs where some very important presentations will be made.

| commend this report to you.

Thank you

pavid Laing
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9th Brigade invited a number of civilian
employers of Army Reservists to travel to
Cultana and observe their employees in
action during Exercise Austral Shield 2026.
Myself, Des Hawkins and Paul Tucker went
along for the ride and were very impressed
with the professionalism of our young
soldiers doing what they are trained to do.
The employers were given the opportunity
to view the vehicles and equipment used by
the soldiers, and even participate in some
hands-on weapons training. The exercise
culminated with a Battalion Live Fire
operation (using live ammunition and
explosives brings its own challenges) where
a large number of soldiers moved into the
field to seek out and destroy an enemy
force, clear a minefield using explosives,
and neutralize an enemy bunker. Safety
was of the highest priority, and all members
were strictly supervised and overseen
during every phase of the operation. Thanks
to a number of personnel (including
Battalion and Defence) for the pics, which
are on the next few pages.




i

-

L

LA

IR
el

*

o "N

£

"y

.3




10th/27th Battalion in Actionr> ==
° .- | -




10th/27th Battalion in' Action->>
* ¥ P




10th/27th Battalion in Action=>:
° . |




Padres Ponderings!_<=

From Padre Stephen Albrecht Chaplain 10t"/27t" Battalion RSAR

For many Reservists, life is lived in two distinct worlds. During the week, you may be a teacher,
tradesperson, healthcare worker, fireman, office professional, or business owner. On Tuesday nights,
weekends, and during annual training, you become a soldier, committed to serving the nation. Can |
say it's a unique role. While it is a rewarding way to serve, it also requires careful planning and clear
communication.

A typical Reserve commitment includes weekly training, training weekends, and several weeks of
continuous training each vyear. As responsibilities increase through promotion or specialist
appointments, so too do the demands on your time. Learning to manage competing priorities is
essential for maintaining a healthy balance between military service, civilian employment, family, and
personal wellbeing.

Communication is one of the most important tools a Reservist has. Keeping your employer informed
about training commitments, talking openly with your family, and maintaining honest conversations with
your chain of command can prevent unnecessary stress and help everyone work together. In Australia,
Reservists are also supported by the Defence Reserve Service (Protection) Act 2001, which helps
protect civilian employment during approved Reserve service. Many employers also recognise the
value Reservists bring to the workplace by offering flexible work arrangements and military leave.

Work induced stress is a genuine risk when trying to meet the demands of two careers. Military training
builds resilience, but resilience also means recognising when you need support. If work, family, or
Reserve commitments become overwhelming, speak with your supervisors, your chain of command,
or your chaplain early.

Ultimately, being a Reservist is about faithful service not only to your country, but also to your family,
your employer, and yourself. Balance is not achieved by trying to do everything perfectly, but by wisely
managing your time, protecting your wellbeing, and asking for help when needed. As Scripture reminds
us, "There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens" (Ecclesiastes
3:1). With wisdom, planning, and God's strength, it is possible to serve both uniforms well.

Padre Stephfn Albf’faht

0410 423 545
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Battle of Amiens Dining In Night:2026%
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From Left: Des & Lyn Hawkins. RSAR Association Executive Committee.
Paul & Belinda Tucker, David & June Laing Des Hawkins, David Laing & Paul Tucker

The 2026 Amiens Dining in Night was held at the
Keswick Barracks Officers Mess on Friday 4"
September to commemorate the historic Battle of
Amiens during WW1 which helped turn the tide of war
against the Germans and back into the favour of the
Allies. The original 10" and 27" Battalions played a
major part in the campaign, which succeeded in
bringing an end to the war.

The Dining in Night was hosted by the CO of the
10"/27™ Battalion LTCOL Darrin Tyson and the RSM
WO1 Mark Broadbent in what was their last official duty
before leaving the Battalion for future postings.

The event was attended by over 80 guests with many
former Commanding Officers of the Battalion, Brigade
Commanders and RSAR Association members
enjoying the camaraderie of the evening.

Well done 10%/27t™ Battalion and staff.




ROYAL SOUTH AUSTRALIA REGIMENT ASSOCATION INC

4026 END OF YEAR LUNC

WARRADALE BARRACKS

Warradale Barracks Sergeants Mess

SUNDAY 29th November
1100 to 1500 hrs
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All members of the RSAR Association AND
members of the Battalion are invited. Wives
and partners welcome.

All food is provided FREE OF CHARGE by the Association. Wine, Beer, and Soft
drinks available at generous bar prices. Lunch @ midday.

Great Raffle Prizes available to be won. Bring some $’s

RSVP required for catering purposes to the President David Laing on
davidlaing49@bigpond.com or 0407 791 822 NLT Friday 3th November
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Merchandise available ONLY to RSARA Members

A. Regimental Tie $25 ~

B. Stubby Holders $6 each or 6 for $30
C. RSARA Nameplate $30

D. RSARA Lapel Badge $15

E. Vinyl RSAR Sticker 70mm x 100mm
Only $2 each or 6 for $10 FREE Postage.

F. Hoodie w/- LOGO $55
G. Baseball Cap w/- Logo $20

Allow $15 postage for each item
Unless collected by member

POLO TOP $50

Order by contacting David Portakiewicz on david.portakiwewicz@sa.gov.au
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FINANCIAL

MEMBERS

Life Members Members A-G Members H-P Members R-Z
Acton Chris Abel Colin Hanson Reece Rado Steven
Beckett David Abraham Michael Harrington Malcolm Ramm Hank
Benveniste Sam Albrecht Stephen Harrison John Ranger OAM Denis
Blackmore Bill Allison Robert Harrison Keith Rijken Paul
Boscence Bob Andrews Ronnie Harrison Nigel Roberts Tony
Brookes Phil Angove Derek Hartshorne Anthony Robertson James
Burnard Trent Angus Sebastian Hawkins Des Rudd Maxwell
Burns Wayne Attenborough Geoff Heath Jonathon Sailes Adrian
Carnachan lan Baker Craig Hewett Ben Sanders Ashley
Carpenter lan Bampton Michael Hewitt Emily Sandhu Zorawar
Cotton Bob Barry-Orcales Dianever Higgins Kevin Sando Timothy
Dart John Beames Paul Hill Max Schuh Simon
Davey Trevor Bennett Christian Hornhardt Matthew Scott Rhys
Elliott Graham Blondell Mark Hume Matthew Sexton Mark
Ewens Mimi Burnard Saxon Humphrys Jesse Shephard Daniel
Gaborit Lyndon Burton Ray Jones Brett Shrive Hayden
Goodwin Graham Buttars Erik Justin Trent Sinclair Cameron
Harris Lachlan Cardone Rob Kleinig Jack Skapin Corey
Hawking Don Carlisle Lesley-Anne Kleinig Mia Slater lan
Haynes Malcolm Cartwright Harrison Koop Joshua Smaling Chris
Higgins Jonathan Chamberlain David Kovacs Philip Sniedze Julie
Hogan Mark Conray Jason Laing Selina Sperling Patrick
Hook Alan Cooke Nat Langtry Paul Stuart Phil
Hope David Coombe John Larkins Steve Tasker David
Horseman lan Cowling Thomas Leach Thomas Tattersall OAM | Geoff
Hudson Mick Dale Andy Lee Nathan Thomas David
Jackson Aaron De La Croix Perrin Lewis James Tiller Damion
James Grant Demosani Tony Loveder Peter Tran Andy
Jeffrey Scott Dennis Emily Matchett William Treguis 1zaak
Johnson Paul Dew Trevor McCulloch Don Trezise George
Johnson Barry Djakovic Livio Mclver Bill Tsoulakis Christos
Klopf Alex Domanski Glenn McKenzie Kain Tucker Belinda
Laing David Donald Thomas McMahon Tyler Tucker Paul
Lakin Bruce Drew Anton Migali Michael Turner Garry
Marlin Robin Duncan Coen Mitchell Barry Tyson OAM Paul (Tich)
Meredith Mike Dunn Bob Mitchell Jonathon Vozelj Blaz
Miller Nick Dunn Peter Morony Frank Waldon David
Moore Peter Duras Roman Mulroney Dennis Weepers Nicole
Moore Terry Etteridge Hugh New Anthony Wheeler Chris
Moore Thomas Eva Keith Normandale Zachary Whitaker Glenn
Paul John Ewens Mimi Oakley Andrew Wilkinson Charles
Pollard Barry Faunt Joshua O'Daly Ryan Williams Reg
Richter Sean Flynn Adrian Orrock OAM Alan Williams Janelle
Salamon Piotr Fortune Nigel Osborne Isaac Williams David
Stewart Robin Foy Erin Papps Bernard Winiata Joshua
Stewien Peter Gatley Graham Parslow Howard Zuromski Paul
Vella Joe Genovese John Parsonage James Associate Members
Waters lan Ghanem Paul Pascoe Michael Abel Karen
Watters Matthew Gibson Lindsay Payne Bob Angove Leisel
Westover Rhys Gill Graham Peachey Michael Bampton Leslie
Wilson Graham Gordon Frank Pearce Philip Carnachan Dom
Associate Life Members Griffiths Amanda Pexton Timothy Dunn Trish
Elliott Julie Groffen Renee Phillips Colin Rex Eva Gail
Field Shirley Guglielmi Jermaine Portakiewicz Anthony Hawkins Lynn
Johnson Sally Honorary Members Portakiewicz David Hook Philippa
Laing June MAJGEN Wilson | Neil Portakiewicz Richard Johnson Margaret
Parkin Audrey LTCOL Tyson Darrin Powell Gary Parsonage Yvonne
Phillips Heather CAPT Jilbert Charles Preece Brian Pollard Kay
Sanderson Lorraine WO1 Broadbent | Mark Toy Jill
Winger Kathleen

Please welcome
New Members
Cameron Sinclair
&

Paul (Tich) Tyson
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